
 

 

Case History 

 

X-Prima™ Squeeze Cures Severe Losses While 
Drilling Limestone Formation in Romania 
 

A preferred engineered solution was utilized to resolve the costly and potentially serious 
problem of severe, persistent losses. 

 

 
 

 

OVERVIEW 

While drilling an 8 ½” section in a limestone formation in the Padina Field in Romania, a total loss of 
returns was experienced at 2694m. 

 

CHALLENGE 

Remediation with conventional LCM Pills managed only to decrease the loss rate from total to severe. 

. 

 

SOLUTION 

The decision was made to spot X-Prima slurry in the open hole to control the heavy losses.  

An 11m3 of X-Prima slurry was prepared with 317 kg/m3 of X-Prima and 8 kg/m3 of NewBridge M. The 
Pill was pumped through the bypass-sub with the bit at 2693m, and it was displaced with 24m3 of drilling 
fluid.  

The bottom hole assembly was pulled to 2247m, and the well was circulated and closed while 
maintaining a squeeze pressure of 7-10 bars. A total of 74m3 was lost while pumping the X-Prima pill. 
After waiting 12 hours, the well was then circulated, and the losses decreased to 3.5m3/h.  

At that point, it was decided to drill ahead and open more of the loss zone prior to trying another X-
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Prima treatment. After drilling to 2705m with losses increasing to 14m3/h, the decision was made to 
pump another X-Prima pill, but to do so prior to pumping a conventional LCM Pill.  

20m3 of conventional LCM Pill with 420 kg/m3 based on Calcium Carbonates F/M/C was pumped ahead 
of 10 m3 of X-Prima at 2677m through the bypass sub.  

POOH to 2240m, circulated the well prior to shut-in while maintaining 7-10 bar squeeze pressure. Only 
10 m3 of fluid was lost while pumping the X-Prima Pill.  

The circulation was started with a flowrate of 500 lpm and gradually increased to 900 lpm with no losses. 
While the run in hole was to 2705m with intermediary circulation, no losses were observed so drilling 
was then resumed to 2771m. 

  

RESULTS 

The X-Prima high fluid loss squeeze technology proved highly effective and was successful in resolving 
the severe losses.  

The X-Prima technology is preferred over conventional cement to remediate losses due to the lower 
cost and a shorter time required for preparation and waiting.  

 


